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“MINDACT  WAS A GREAT EXAMPLE  OF 
ACADEMIC COLLABORAT ION THAT LED TO 
PRACT ICE-CHANGING RESULTS  AND IMPACTED 
THE L IVES  OF  MANY PAT IENTS WITH EARLY 
BREAST  CANCER. ”  DR FAT IMA CARDOSO,  PR INCIPAL 

INVEST IGATOR OF  MINDACT

MINDACT (BIG 3-04) 
SPARING CHEMOTHERAPY WHEN NOT 
NECESSARY

 In this study involving 6,693 patients and carried 
out by the European Organisation for Research and 
Treatment of Cancer (EORTC) in close collaboration 
with BIG in nine countries throughout Europe, 
researchers showed that up to 46% of high-risk 
patients with early stage breast cancer could 
avoid chemotherapy and its likely side effects if a 
sophisticated tumour genomic test (MammaPrint®) 
showed their cancer was unlikely to come back. 

Patients were followed-up for about nine years and, in 
2020, results of the longer follow-up confirmed the 
utility of the MammaPrint test and the possibility 
to substantially and safely de-escalate the use of 
post-surgery chemotherapy for some groups of 
patients, thereby sparing many from an unpleasant 
treatment and its short and long-term side effects. 

MINDACT:  A SUCCESSFUL 
ACADEMIC TRIAL THAT HELPED 
CHANGE CL INICAL PRACTICE
> 47 MILL ION €  RA ISED BY 

ACADEMIA TO FUND THE TR IAL
> ALMOST 9  YEARS FOLLOW-UP 

OF  PAT IENTS
> 6 ,693 PAT IENTS INVOLVED 

FROM 112  CENTRES  AND 
HOSPITALS  IN  9  COUNTRIES

> COMPLEX AND SUCCESSFUL 
LOGIST ICS  AND DATA 
MANAGEMENT

The study published its first results in 2016 in the 
New England Journal of Medicine1, and the long-
term results in the Lancet Oncology2 in March 2021.
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